
WEALD IRON RESEARCH GROUP 

Winter 197344 scheme f o r  revising information on water-powered sites 
included bar E. Straker i n  tfealden Iron (1931). - 

The folloF&~g p i n t s  a r e  designed t o  produce a rapid survey of these 
sites, many of &ich have not bezn vis i ted  i n  recent-years. You wi l l  h 
aware that Ska!ker9 site-cocztcnts t.32-c uns!?stcstic, and, beyond th i s ,  
modern de~clomenslts such os  k c 3  cleimancc o r  planting, bulldozing, o r  
building, tuve made nsjcr changes. 

Please ensure an adequate National Grid Reference. 

1. Name of site, Sta te  if t h a t  used by Straker is i n  any way misleading. 

\hnnrr~ ~ L L L  , %(YID€N~EN. w p r i , ~ J s  

2. National Grid Reference ( 2  letters, 6 figures). 
7 4 kkL 383. 

3. Access. Sta te  problems of t e r r a in  o r  land-use. (Xf the name of 
owner and tenatnt is s& aveilahlc, t h i s  cc l~ ld  be uscfi~l.  
R.L +-,,%- fl-.. C.L. L\&, l-1- '4u F-l R*+, 

P s a y  L s r .  

4. Features on the  ground. 
Main Den Length .R- 1.50 -,"A N.E- b;j H- aCU F.A. 
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I. E d  rcrrw. M. J1*, ~ ~ ~ d , * * ~ c l h +  + h;h. 
Height (estimate from both upstseam and downstream 

. sides  if possible.) 1 1. 
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Condition (Lee gaps, erosion. etc; are there any 
goad cross-sections i n  bulldozed gaps? 
I+ so, do these show the  construction 
materials used a t  diffezent. stages?) 



Pen-ponds - is there any evidence for dams upstream from the main 
supply pond? 

Mine pits - are there any close by? 

The area below the dam 
Clear indications of buildings, wheel-pits, sluices, etc. 
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Surface irregularities 

5.  Slags and cinders. (Keep samples.) - Blast furnace slags (glassy). How much? 
What is the general colour range? (In particular are there significant 
quantities light in colour?) 

*&d.,,rurc\lwL . A  a*c &"+ h . C .  l l < * k ' . ,  

- Forge cinders (generally rusty, bubbly, but varying widely in form.) 
How much? 



Are there  many large cakes -ace bottomsu) over, say, 18"x 18"? 

- O r e  - any sca t t e r?  

k Ruple  shel ly  limestone - any? 

Other surface f inds (pottery, c lay pipes, timbers, etc.) Note these 

6. Ace there  any buildings, indus t r ia l ,  domestic o r  agr icul tural ,  apparently 
dating f r o m  the l i ke ly  p e r i d  of the  s i t e ?  Note briefly.  

7. Has the site been re-used (e.g. corn o r  f u l l i n g  m i l l ) ?  
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8. Do you know of any published o r  unpublished excavation which may have 
taken place? Note de ta i l s ,  in part icular  of the excavator and location .~ 
of f inds in the case of unpublished work. 



- 4 -  

9. Is the site apparently threatened in any way? 

10. Do you know of any documentation missed by Straker? State details and 
whereabouts, if known. 

11. Other coxmwnts. 



~ S T I G A T I O N S  AND EXCAVATIOSS DURING TECE YEAR INVESmG 

West Kent BI 

The West : 
! 

i 

Roman and Ir 

Wenlden A ~ l o g i c a l  Research Goup. M i .  A. B. Cardwe11 reports: 

villa-block and 

On this site, which is thought to have closed in the latter half of , Philp, with su) 

the seventeenth century, the 'hay', or dam, of its original pond, and asgisted by thf 
much of the man-made channel, which once conveyed the water to Kindly given bj 
turn the fon~dry wheels, am still clearly defined. It seems likely that (2) Field a*. 
the site will be found to contain both blast fur- and forge. During the 

Excavation ha8 been started to locate the site of the furnace a t  the Keston and Fsl 
foot of the bay, and abnndant brick and tile d6hlis, which is in p l w  previously IUIIK 
at the p-t mil d a c e ,  haa facilitated this preliminary work. each winter sin 
There is much evidence here of furnace workings: slag, roaeted ore, 
burnt brick and stone and deposits of ash. 

By following the layers of brick and tile rubble, the wheel-pit was (3) T d  m w  

found, its rim lying Borne 4 ft.  below the present surface and its depth AS a d t  c 

aa get unknown. It is loosely filled with brioks end tiles which must on two newly t 

have slid into i t  as the building decayed. Romnants of timber shoring Romano-British I post-medieval h clearly defhe the sides of the pit, and it is still an underground watsr. 
Trial excava course. I ts  wet clay provides recreation for a large number of contenkd 

leechea and, although these creatures make undesirable compmdons, to the north of ~ 

(4)  ope rat^ GI 

i 
they do help to delineate the buried part,s of the leat which powered 

1 
the bellows. Two new ga 

Prominent among the small finds 80 far discovered are fragments of many miles. 761 
clsy-pipes, which fortunstely include m n c  bowls; only a few potsherds pipe-line and sr 
have been fomd. I the Fawkham-F 

Next year the watercourse will be further excavated, and it i4 were found. 
hoped that this will help to orientate exactly the furnace b u i l d q  which (5) E m ~ e t l ~ y  % 
can then he unaovered. Priority is al 
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